0 private legal practice. '

Hls Mznaﬂon follows a new

telligence scandal, with the
tire at the US embassy in Mos-
cow last month apparently hav-
ing led to the loss of computer
disks and other material when
Soviet firemen, possibly includ-
ing KGB agents, moved unes-
corted through parts of the
burning building.

The State Department ‘has
said that no compromising ma-
terial was lost, but rumours in
the Congress intelugence com-
mittees say the incident was
“an intelligence disaster”, -

Communications between the’
Moscow embassy and the US
have been s0 compromised,
State Department sources have
said, that cables are now being
hand-written and encrypted In
the embassy, and taken by cou-
rier to the US embassy in Hel-
sinki for transmission to
Washington.

... President Bush, himself a for-
mer CIA dlrector. hastened to
praise -~Judge ' Webster's
‘stewardship of the best-known
US intelligence agency yester-
day, saying that “the intelli-
gence was superb" durlng the
Gulfu'hl& v e .’

-] hate to see him go. 'l'hh
was his choice,” Mr Bush sald. ¢

“The intellj

community performed fantasti+
cally — I have no complaints

vhatsoever about the quality.af
mhm“nehﬂzn

'n:.hnno pmtesttoomuch.
The intelligence eommunity it-

y vocal
about the contrast between the
quality of the electronic and
satellite intelligence lbout
Iraq’s military capacity, and
the woeful state of human intel-
ligence on the ground and
within the Iraqi leadership
about Saddam Hussein's
intentions.

Moreover, the Bush Adminis-
tration was taken sharply by
surprise by the rebellion of the
“Shl ites of southern,lraq
against the Saddam Husseln

“I ‘havep't considered sucles-' ‘I
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n &  politi-
‘cally embnhnsmz et 'of
hearings whett the US Senate
considered his nqminz'lor for
thejob. - -

But the “nagging scandal of
Irangate will not go away, and
some White House aides have
privately ‘blamed Mr Bush's
heart troubles on the renewal
of the allegations that he was
involved in a secret deal be-
tween the Reagan camp and the
Iranians in 1980.

The Democrats in Congress
have now begun gingerly and
informally to to see if there is
any bard evidence in what
would have been a breathtak-
ing conspiracy to steal the
presidency.

ceordmg %o a former NSC
staff marl, Gary Sick, the deal
was to ensure that lncumbent
President Jimmy Carter would
not be able o snatch a last:min-
ute electiori victory by securing
freedom for the hostages from
the US ambessy.in tehran. In
Teturn, 20:goés the conspiracy

theory, -
tmdarﬁ’ _covert suppg:t

tothetrlnwlreclmutuecm
meeting in thea month be-
fore the 1980 ¢lection which Mr
Bmhh?mwhvelﬂndod.

grossly tm factutllylncor
mt.wdfwe&

The Wall StreetJoumal yes-

terday published a schedule of
speeches and campaigning for
Mr Bush during the relevant
days of October 1980, including
a private lunch in Washington

with a memberof the Supreme .

Court, which would seem to
rule out hig nce in Paris.
But dent Bush spoke in
a way which exonerated only
lﬁiux;:seu.lf, t:‘nd carefully rnd1 c:lot
of e: nagging suspicion
rt of deal might
g‘\reI arrangd ~between
e

go! deny any contact Wjth
the Iranians or anvthineg hav-
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The Wasnington Post
The New York Times
The Washington Times

The Wail Street Journai
The Christian Science Monitor

New York Daily News

USA Today

The Chicago Tribune
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